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Napouciaon and tov NikoAao AvayvwoTtonouAo Avtnpoedpo tou A.Z. tng OLOW.Kw.

Ot ZUVERELEG TNG KN-AVOYVWPLONG TNG VOLLKAG TIPOCWITLKOTNTOG TWV Hn-
MOUGCOUALOVIKWV LELOVOTATWY oTnV ToupkKiag

Euxaplotw kuUpLe MNpoebdps,

H ZuvBnkn tng Awldvvng mou avayvwploe tnv ocuyxpovn Toupkia wg kpdto¢ to 1923,
KatoxUpwoe Kol €€aodpdAloe To KABeoTWG TwV UN-MOUCOUAMAVIKWY HELOVOTATWY OTNV
Toupkio Kot T OKALWUATO TOUG. JUYKEKPLUEVA KaBOpLoe TO OSlKalwpo TOug va
Slaxelpilovtal Ta evayn Kot to GLAavBpwrikd Toug LEpupaTa OMwE TG EKKAnaieg, oxoAeia,
VOOOKOUELQ KOl KOLUNTARpLa TOuC. EMoUEVWG OL SLOLKAOELC AUTWV TWV LOPUUATWY TIPETEL Va
Slevepyouvtal amd ta HEAN Twv Melovotikwy I6pupdtwy. Mapd tavta, SLadoxLKES
Toupkikég KuBepvnoelg €xouv TapéuPel otnv Olevépyela €KAOYWV HE TNV TAPAVOUN
Katapynon Ttou oupBouliou TG EAANVopB06Soéng Melovotntag to 1925 kot Twv
OUVTOVLOTIKWV ETILTPOTWY TWV gVaywv WOpUHATWY To 1962, amayopeuon TwV EKAOYWV yla
pueyala Staotipata Tig mepltodouc (1936-1950) kat (1969-2003) kot Stopilovtag TMOAANEC
dopég Sloknty SIkAG Toug emloyng. H xelpotepn moapapiaon ouvéPn to 1974 pe tnv
anodacn NG KATAoXeonG amo to KpAtog OAwv Twv akKVATWY Tou eiyav TePLEABeL otnv
dloktnoia twv Melovotikwy I16pupdtwy tnv epiodo 1936-1974 e TO OKEMTIKO OTL TA HEAN
Twv MelovotTwy av Kat oATeG TG xwpag eival mapdAAnAa kat EEvol.

H mapouoa KuBépvnon tng Toupkiag (2003-2012) €xel emtpedel TNV SLEVEPYELO EKAOYWV
kat emiotpePe HOAG TO 16% Twv aKwNATwv Tou eixav kataoxebel. H mAéov cofapn
napaPiaon gival otnv nepintwon tou EAAnvopB06dotou Meilovoc I6pupatog BaAoukAL tou
nephappavel Noookopeio kot Oiko Euynpilagc oto omoio mapoapével pia SLOPLOPEVN
Sloiknon amo to Kpatog tng Toupkiag amo to €tog 1991. Ou Sloplopévn Sloiknon apveitat
va ripofel o ekAoyEG mapoOAo Tou auTEG dlevepyouvtal anod to 2004 o OAa TA PELOVOTIKA
WOpupata. Evw n Soplopévn Sloiknon tou BahoukAl apveital va Slevepyrnoel ekKAOYEC n
l'evik AlevBuvon Evaywv I6pupdTwy ou €xeL TNV euBUVN TNG EMOMTELAC TWV UELOVOTIKWVY
WOpupdtwv mapapével adpavng evoPel tnv mapavopiag autng. EmutAéov oe autd Ttov
lavoudplo tou 2013, n levik AlevBuvon Evaywv ISpupdtwy Kathpynoe tov Kavoviouo
Ekhoywv yla ta Melovotikd ISpupata xwpil¢ va adnoel o€ woxy tov TaAald Kol va
kaBopioelg mote Ba ekdobBel o kawoUpylog. Autd onuaivel oOtL dev pmopoulv va
SlevepynBouv yla ayvwoto dtdotnua ekAoyEg ota Melovotikd Evayn [6pupata.



Ta avwtépw avodpepopeva oxetilovtol QUECA HE TNV HUN-QVAYVWPELON TNG VOULKNAC
TIPOCWTUKOTNTAG TWV HN-MOUCOUAUQVIKWY HELOVOTATWY Kal Tou dnuloupyouv cofapd
npoPAnuata o BEpata BPNOKEUTIKWY Kol TIOATIOMIKWY Sikatwpdtwy. Eni tou B€éuatog
autoU Kalettal n KuBépvnon tng Toupkiag : (a) tnv €kdoon dpeoca tou véou EkAoylkou
Kavoviopou yla ta pelovotika suayn Wpupata kat (B) va emitpanel o cuvtoviopog Hetal
Twv gvaywv Wpupdtwy tng dltag Melovotntag Kat (y) tnv emotpodry O0TOUG VOULUOUG
KATOXOUG TWV aKLVATWV OTA HELOVOTIKA LWOpUATA IOV lxav KataoeOeL.

J0G EUXOPLOTW TIOAD.
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The Consequences of non-recognition of Legal Status of
non-Muslim minorities in the Republic of Turkey

Thank you Mr. President,

The Lausanne Treaty of 1923, which recognized the Republic of Turkey, established and guaranteed
the status of non-Muslim minorities in Turkey and upheld their rights. It gave the right to minorities
to manage their welfare foundations such as churches, hospitals, schools, or cemeteries. Thus, the
administrations of these foundations must be elected by the members of the Minority community.
Despite this, successive Turkish Governments intervened against the clause abolishing illegally the
Minority Council (1925) and the Coordination Bodies supervising the Minority foundations (1962),
prohibiting elections in the Minority foundation councils (1936-1950; 1969-2003) and appointing a
single administrator (1936-1950). The worst violation occurred in 1974: after a ruling of the Higher
Cassation Court of Turkey, which stipulated that all real estate and legally registered properties in
non-Muslim Minority foundations during the period of 1936-1974 should be confiscated by the
State, based on the spurious argument that “although the minority members hold citizenship of the
Republic of Turkey, at the same time they are also foreigners”.

The present government (2003-2012) allowed the elections and the return of some of the
appropriated real estate properties, but only 16% were returned and in some foundations no
elections are carried out. The worst case is the largest Greek-Orthodox Foundation of Balikli Hospital
and Elderly People’s Care Home where the present administration is in office since 1991, following
an appointment by the Turkish Government. The appointee has denied the right to carry out
elections while the Supervisory state authorities (General Directorate of Welfare Foundation),
remains inactive towards this illegal behavior. Besides, in January 2013, these authorities abolished
the Election Regulation of the Minority foundations without alternative policies. This means that, for
an indefinite time period, elections cannot be held in Minority foundations.

The mentioned problems are directly linked with the lack of legal recognition of the Minorities and
leads to serious problems related to religious and cultural rights. In this respect, the Turkish
government is asked to proceeding with necessary reforms by (a) issuing new regulations for
elections at the Minority foundations, (b) allowing the Coordination Bodies between the welfare
foundations and (c) returning the real estate properties to their legal owners.

Thank you for your attention.



