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A review of the history of th&reekOrthodox
Communityafter 1923.

The status of the Communitywas establishedby the international Lausanne
Treaty(LT.). signed24/7/1923

The Communitymemberswere exempted of Population Exchangebetween
Turkeyand Greecewhich was annexedto LT It was stated that ALLGREEKS
established[ETABLISVithin the Perfectof Istanbul(asdefined by the law of
the year 1912 before 30 October1918will havethe right to stayin Istanbul
However the Community population being 300.000 dropped to 125.000
becauseof the consequencesf war in Anatoliaand interpretation of the non-
exchangezone being the Metropolitan Municipality instead of the Prefect
written in the Frenchtext. The Communityconsistedof 100.000 membersex-
citizens of Ottoman Empire obtaining the citizenship of new Turkey and
25.000 citizens of Greece Both componentswere exempted of Population
Exchangend remainedin Istanbul



Lausanne Treaty
SECTIONI.PROTECTIGDF MINORITIES.

ARTICLEY/.

Turkeyundertakesthat the stipulations containedin Articles38to 44
shall be recognized as fundamental laws, and that no law, no
regulation, nor official action shall conflict or interfere with these
stipulations, nor shall any law, regulation, nor official action prevall
over them.

ARTICLES.

The Turkish Government undertakes to assure full and complete
protection of life and liberty to ali inhabitants of Turkey without
distinctionof birth, nationality,languageraceor religion

X X

ARTICLBS.

Turkishnationals belongingto non-Moslem minorities will enjoy the
samecivil and political rights asMoslems



ARTICLEQ.

Turkish nationals belonging to non-Moslem minorities shall
enjoy the same treatment and security in law and in fact as
other Turkish nationals. In particular, they shall have an equal
right to establish, manageand control at their own expense,
any charitable, religious and socialinstitutions, any schoolsand
other establishmentsfor instruction and education, with the
right to use their own language and to exercise their own
religion freely therein.

ARTICLHEL
EducationalrightsX
ARTICLE2.

The Turkish Government undertakesto take, as regards non-
Moslem minorities, in so far as concernstheir family law or
personal status, measurespermitting the settlement of these
guestionsin accordancewith the customsof those minorities.



X

The Turkish Government undertakesto grant full protection to the

churches synagoguesgcemeteries,and other religiousestablishments
of the above-mentioned minorities. All facilities and authorization

will be granted to the pious foundations, and to the religious and

charitable institutions of the said minorities at present existing in

Turkey,and the TurkishGovernmentwill not refuse,for the formation

of new religious and charitable institutions, any of the necessary
facilities which are guaranteedto other private institutions of that

nature.

ARTICLES.

Turkish nationals belongingto non-Moslem minorities shall not be
compelledto perform any act which constitutes a violation of their
faith or religious observancesand shall not be placed under any
disability by reason of their refusal to attend Courts of Law or t0
perform anylegalbusinesn their weeklydayof rest

Thisprovision,however, shallnot exempt such Turkishnationalsfrom
suchobligationsas shall be imposedupon all other Turkishnationals
for the preservationof publicorder.



ARTICL#&4.

Turkeyagreesthat, in sofar asthe precedingArticles
of this Section affect non-Moslem nationals of
Turkey, these provisions constitute obligations of
International concernand shall be placedunder the
guaranteeof the Leagueof Nations

XX XXX
ARTICLES.

Therights conferredby the provisionsof the present
Sectionon the non-Moslemminorities of Turkeywill
be similarly conferred by Greeceon the Moslem
minority in her territory.



Violations of L.T. 19230

- Interventionsin GreekSchoolsarbitrary dismissalof

hundredsof teachers

- Interferencein the internal affairs of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate

- Establishment with state support, of a Pseude
Turkish Orthodox Patriarchate by an ex-Orthodox
priest Eftim Karahisaridis- Erenero] whose family
members to this day illegallyoccupies3 churches+
50 real estate propertiesin the district of Karakoy-
for 80 years it has been an archenemy of the
EcumenicaPatriarchate

-Dismissabf all GreekEmployeedrom state officesand

foreigncompanieg1923-24).



Violations of L.T. 19220

- Closingdownthe & [ A G{SNO ANBA4Eaad of severalschools
- Shutting down the National Council (1925, a social institution
dealingwith issuesof family law pertainingto membersof the Greek
Orthodoxcommunity
DURING THE PERIOD 12940 THE RELATION BETWEEN GRE
AND TURKEY WERE CORDIAL TO THE LEVEL THE POSSIBIL
a! 9D9!'b / hbC959w!¢Lhb 21{
- Prohibition of several professionsto minorities (1932 (such as
pharmacists, medical doctors, etc.), despite the GreekTurkish
FriendshipPact (1930. End result was the expatriation of 12.000
ConstantinopolitarGreeks
- Confiscatiorof propertiesfrom Greekfoundations(1936); interfering
with the right to elect administrativeboardsof minority foundations
andappointmentof & 3 2 @ S NIY2YaSigEmitréstrators(1936).




Violations of the Treaty of Lausanne by Turkey inpieod 19401946

nal & mdpnm FT2NOSR aSNWA(GdzRS
Armenian and Jewish males westablished

(May 1941December 1942).
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Violations of the Treaty of Lausanne by Turkey in the peratD-1946
The infamous Welfare Tax 1942

- In Novemberl942the Governmentof Turkey
introduced a tax law with the intent to
financially exterminate non-Muslim
minorities Theamountof tax to be paid was
exorbitantly high and was arbitrarily
determined by the local leader of the
t S 2 LRepubligarParty

- Deportationto Ashkaleabout 2400 people
were sentto exile

- ThisLawwasabandonedin 1943 after Cyrus
L. Sulzbergempublishedtwo articlesabout it
iIn NewYorkTimes

- The truth about the methods used was
revealedby the ChiefTaxOfficer of Istanbul,
Falk Okte who was In charge of
Implementingthis law; he publisheda book
In 1952inspiredby the remorsehefelt.




The Period 1944955

- In aninternal documenttitled & w S Lda &NJi y 2 Nisiieti® £046
by aCommitteeof thet S 2 LRefulligarit wasstatedthat it wasthe
objective of the Party, that the planned 500h (1953 anniversary
celebrationof the Conquestof Istanbulin 1453 occur dwithout the
gresenceof any Greeks neaningthey will all be expelledbefore that

ate.

-The beginningof the anti-colonialstruggleby GreekCypriotsin 1950
providedopportunity andreasonto implementthe plan.

- During 195255, part of the presssystematicallyfueled the fire of
hatred againstGreeksin generaland demonizedthem as enemiesof

the state.

-TheTurkishStatesupportedandfacilitated establishinghe a / € Li3NIz
¢ dzNJ 7oddfization, with branches throughout Turkey This
orgargz?tlonacted as a coordinator of attacksagainstthe Greeksof
Istanbu

ALL THIS HAPPENED WHILE RELATIONS BETWEEN GREECE
TURKEY APARENTLY WERE ENJOYING A HONEYMOON



Towards the night 6/9/1955

-TheTurkishSecretServiceorganizedand
executed a provocation by detonating a
smallamount of explosive(transportedby
diplomaticpouch)at the houseof Mustafa
KemalAtaturkin Thessaloniki(sreece

- Justafter the incident the perpetrators
were arrestedby GreekPolice

-Following demands of extradition from
Turkey, the perpetrators of this
provocation,while on trial, were deported
by order of ThessalonikCourt when they
reached Turkey, they were welcomed as
heroes The main organizer of the
provocation Oktay Engin was appointed
by the TurkishGovernmentto overseethe
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Theeveningnewspapera L & G |
Ekspreé that announced the
ostensiblebombing of the house
of Mustafa Kemal Atatlrk, was
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& { LIS Coimmittee on a A y 2 NJithie A @ges 4daysbefore the events

purposeof whichwasto uproot and expel
minorities

and circulatedin 200.000 copies
around4 p.m. on 6/7/55 ¢ while
usuallyits circulationwas5.000.



The three Phases of thBestruction

- In lessthan one hour, around 7 p.m, attacks started againstGreek
Institutions and propertiesin all the Europeanand Asiandistricts of
Bosphorousin the Old city, and in the Princesislands Takinginto
account the lack of communications means that time, these
simultaneousattackswithin a 60X30 km region, showthe preplanning
of the whole operation
- Theraidingmobsconsistedof at least100.000 persons Theycarried
out the attacksin three consecutivgphases

Destructionof doors

Looting

Settingon fire
-The targets were 64 Greek Churches,Cemeteries, Foundations
(Schools,Hospitals,the Main Charity Institution Balikl), shops and
housesof Greeks
-Alsq attackswere perpetratedagainstArmeniansand Jews
-The battle-cry that dominated was a ¢ 2 Rslfar your properties,
tomorrow willbefor@ 2 dzZNR.St @S 4 ¢
- ThePoliceforceswere indifferent and in somecasesencouraginghe
attackers Themobilizationof the armyunits camevery late.









The results of the Attacks
(Helsinki Watch data, Books of Hiristides S.Vryonis

- Destructiong arsonof 71 churches

- Destructiong arsonof 26 schools-
5 sportsclubs

- Destructiong arsonof 4.500 shops,
of factoriesand 3 newspapers

Extendeddestructionsof cemeteries,
profanation of many gravesamong
which  graves of Ecumenical
Patriarchs

- Destructionof 2.100houses

Number of Greeks who died 37
(Therewasno order for slaughter)

- Attacks in the families of Greek
Officersin Izmir (Smyrna)and arson
to GreekConsulate

- 300rapesof women










Afterwards

-Thedestructioncontinuedfor more than 12 hours,despite
the proclamationof martial law.

- Thedestructionsexceedlbillion $.

-The most important issue however was the moral blow
againstthe Greekswho experiencedthe sacrilegeof their
sacredvaluesandrelics

-The Turkish Government refused its involvement and
incriminated the few Turkish leftists as organizersof the
riots. Thesewere freed after months,becausethere wasno | £%
evidenceprovingtheir involvement
-The 3000 personsarrested for their participation in the ¢
riots, were setfree after 3 months Nobodywaspunished
-The Governmentof Turkey attempted in every way to
conceal the fact that there was an organized plan to
exterminatethe Greeksof Constantinople

-Theeffort to hide the eventsfailed becauseof the pictures
taken by Dimitrios Kaloumenos and later transferred by
the journalistG. Karagiorgasoutside Turkey

-The compensationof the victims ended up in a political \\
gameand finally, the compensationgivenwas only 10% of |
the damages




CKS GCNRAIFT ¢ -2IHLI5H &iSr the MiliafyiTakeover af
27/5/1960

- In May 1960the governmentof Menderes
IS overthrown by a coup andthe membersof
the DemocraticParty, in power during the
years195060, were arrestedandtried in an
extraordinarycourt within a Navalbasein an
Island(YassiadpnearIstanbul

- Amongthe casesto be tried were alsothe
eventsof 6-7/9/1955 Essentiallythis Trial
sought to cover the mechanisms that
executed the extermination attack of the
Greeks of Istanbul and protect the real
perpetrators Three members of the
Menderes Governmentwere sentencedto
sanctionsof a few years, while the prime _
organizers of the events and the alF 3 S *
LINE 2 O Ipiarhidg\aRAcE executing the
Thessalonikbombincident,were acquitted




Disclosure of the real organizer

-GeneralSabri, A NI A § faun@eEdndlZor 25 years
Commanderof the SpecialWarfare Directorate of the
GeneralStaff of Turkey,in 1992 during an interview for
TEMPQOnagazinestatedthe following:

-GTHE ORGANIZATIOM\ND EXECUTIONDF THE OF
SEPTEMBER7TH19550PERATIOMASMAGNIFICENT
6a'l ¢ 9ANDWASCOMPLETELY!' / / 9{ { C' [

-HE ADMITTED THAT THE NEWSPAPERI L { ¢! b
OY{t vKNEWOF THE PLANAND PUBLISHEDHE
NEWSABOUTTHESALONICBOMBINGA COUPLBF
HOURBEFORBFTHEACTUAEVENT




The preparation of theExiling- Deportation Program 1964

- During the Trial of 6-7/9/1955 events in a
secret session it was disclosed that the
deportation of the éetablis Greek citizenswas
plannedasearlyas1957.

- Thesevereinter communalclasheghat started
iIn Cyprusaround Christmasof 1963 had an
immediate impact on the atmosphere In
Istanbul against the  GreekOrthodox
Community, despite the fact that this
Communityhad nothingto do with the events
In Cyprus



Planning of Exile of the Community

-The law on restrictionsto the exerciseof 20 professionsby
foreign nationals ¢ with the exceptionof businessowners ¢
that hadbeenin force sincel932 wasstrictly implemented

- On November 7, 1962 the ruling 28-4869 of the Prime
Minister T a YB)A’I yestablisheda speciala a L b h wlL
{1 ./ haal {at{theHelvé of the Prime Ministry, the
membersof this Commissiorwere exclusivelydrawn from the
security forces, secret servicesand GeneralArmy Staft This
commissionwas the supreme authority for all minorities
Issueswas placedaboveall the other legislative judicialand
executive authorities and has operated as the central
coordinating body for all the suppressiveand repressive
measures against the non-Muslim minorities till its
replacement in 2004 by a commission having a political
composition




16 March 1964

- The Prime Minister of TurkeyT & YTSyil ofi March 16, 1964 declaredthe
unilateral abolishmentof the Conventionon EstablishmentCommerceand
Navigationthat had beensignedin 1930 the declarationwaspublishedin the
Official Journal Immediately,the TaxAuthorities of Istanbultook under close
surveillancethe membersof the GreekOrthodox community holding Greek
citizenshipand started the fiscal liguidation of their commercialactivitiesin

Turkey

- The deportation procedure started with an evening visit of the police in
civilian clothesat the residencesof the victims who were invited to present
themselvesthe next day to the 4th Directorate of the Istanbul Police
Department At the PoliceDirectorate,they were, under duress,ordered to
signa paperwithout beingallowedto readit, in whichtheyweread O2 y ¥ S &
that they had carried out spyingactions againstTurkeyin favor of Greece
under strict surveillancethey were treated as ordinary criminalsand ordered
to leave Turkeyin a few days Theywere allowed to carry with them only 20
kilogramsof personalitems and 20 Dollars

- All the properties of the deporteeswere & T N2 bliSwing a ruling of the
Councilof Ministersin Novemberl964via SecretDecree6/ 3801, accordingto
which no legalactionssuchastransferor inheritancecould be carriedout for

+I"\Aﬂf\ [P



The Deported Greeks of Istanbul because of the harmful actions against the
State of Turkey.
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Economic boycott of the Greek businesses

The archivesof the CommerceChamberof
Istanbul show that, at the beginning of
1964, the 36.000 active members of the
Chamber included 1000 Greek citizens
18.000 businessedelongedto membersof
the GreekOrthodox Community holding
Turkishcitizenship Justafter the start of the
deportations, in April 1964 nationalist,
universitystudent organizations(with both
right and left leanings), without any

interference  from the Government,

organizeda wide spreadeconomicboycott
Printed signs(seeimage next) were placed
at the entrance of Greekshopswhere one
could read 6X asthe money spentin this
shop produces bullets used against your

Turkishbrothersin Cyprusdo not buyK S NB £

Thiscampaignwas implementedin parallel
with the slogand / A ( Apedkofili Turkish
andwarnthosenot2 6 S& A y 3 ¢

VATANDAS

SENiN sirtindan kazanilan her kuru;un
Kibristaki kardeslerimize Atilan Kursun
oldugunu diisiinerek
Bizi iktisaden somiirenlerle
Alis - Vefis yapmaman
Vatan borcudur,

Tiirkiin - Turkten Ahs Verisi Kendisine Déniigiidiir.
MITS. -TMTF

Bakanlar Kurulunun aldify karar
alh ay sonra tathik edilecek
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Oppressive measures against the Greek Institutions

In parallelwith the deportations,an extensiveprogram
of repressive measures, decided by the special
Minorities SukCommissionyere put in force:

Turkish vice directors were appointed at the Greek
schools who limited the competence of the Greek
directors, and all signs recalling the Greekorthodox
identity and culture were removed(e.g., signsin Greek,
evencrossshapeadwindow frames
- Studentswith Ottoman Empire ancestorsfrom the
region of Epiruscg the prefecture of Arnavit (vilayet) ¢
who were identified in their documentsas GArnavut
h NJi K 2w expelledfrom the Greekschools only
those identified as & w dzfiGreekih NJi K 2 ReteE ¢
allowedto stay



The Consequences of the Deportations

- A drop of the Greekpopulationof Istanbulfrom 90.000to lessthan 30.000in a
12 month period.

- Theanti-minority policiesplannedand implementedby the specialMINORITIES
SUBCOMMISSIO&kultedin an exodusof the GreekOrthodox,aswell asof other
non-Muslim minorities Theseanti-minority policiesare not only violations of all
the articlesof the Lausannelreaty (1923 regardingthe protection of minorities,
but alsoof the EuropeanConventionof HumanRightsof Rome(1950. Theworse
persecutionmeasureagainstthe minorities occurredin 1974, when the Higher
CassationCourt of Turkey (Yargitay issueda ruling stating that the realestate
propertiesregisteredin the name of non-Muslim foundationsafter 1936 should
be confiscated by the State, based on the argument that the non-Muslim
minorities despite being citizens of the Republicof Turkeywere also @ T 2 NB
O A U A THsegakaberration of Yargitaywas abolishedby severaldecisionsor
the EuropeanCourt of Human Rightsin Strasbourg However,in spite of some
reparations, there are still pending serious injustices against the non-Muslim
minority foundations



Population of the Greek Minority living in Istanbul 1923
2010
140.000

120.000 -

100.000 -

80.000 -

60.000 -

40.000 -

20.000 -

Prohibition of 20 ‘ ‘ ‘

Professions to Greeks
Deportation of minority members (9/1964)

Recruitment of minority men aged
18-45 years to work in forced
labourcamps -

Capital Tax to Pogrom 67/9/1955
minorities




In post War European History the only
community almost completely (98%) expelle
IS the GreekOrthodox Community of
Istanbul and the islands:dkceaddlmbros-

Bozcaada/Tenedos



Thesources of antminority state policies during
19232000 and their consequences.

Analysisof the humanrights violations againstthe GreekOrthodox minority in
Turkey clearlyshowsthat:

The primary source has been the nationalistic ideologiesconceivingany
differencefrom assumedddeal citizere as potential danger The non-Muslim
minoritiesin principlewere declaredaspotential internal enemies

Thetensionsor the good relations of the statesof Greeceand Turkeywere
Irrelevant on the implementation of anti-minority measures Only timing of
pre-plannedmeasureswvere linkedto the relation betweenthe two states

Whilethe citizensbelongingto Muslim religionof majority were alsoseverely
persecuted,still the nationalist practicesexploitedthe religionasinstrument
againstthe non-Muslimminorities.

Theviolationsof Constitutionand International Treatiesendorsedby Republic
of Turkeyeffected not only the minority but all the citizensof Turkey Thisis
true evenRepublicof Tukeyin 1954 hasbeenone the first country endorsing
EuropeanConventionof HumanRights



-The inability of judicial system to protect human rights of
Minorities. Secret decrees discriminating were binding the
Independenceof tribunals and as a result different unpublished
lawswere usedto discriminateminority memberscitizens
-Thehate publicationsby part of the pressthroughout 19502000
againstthe minoritieswere systematicand unlimited.

-A G { LISNDrorityf/ 2 Y Y A (uidsr$hé office of the Prime
minister was active during 19622004 with supersedingoowers
to overturn any favorable ruling of judicial or even executive
authorities THISPRACTISES CONTRARYO RULEOF LAW
PRINCIPLES

- Although the above mentioned mechanisms have been
abolished the consequencesof the past injustice practices
continueto still poseseriousproblemsto minorities



¢KS dzy oNBEF1F0tS NBfFOAZYy 2F &UNBY:
| 2y aGAGdziA2y Il Cdzy RFYSY Gl wA3IKIG:
The Developments during 2062017

- In 15 May 2010 the Prime minister of the time Mr. RT. Erdogan
Issued a Circular drawing the attention of all state authorities
abandoningpld practicesof discriminatorymeasuresagainstminority
citizens

- On numerous occasionsduring this period higher state officials
recognizedhe misdoingsagainstthe minoritiesin the past

- A ParliamentarianCommissionin 2013 investigatingthe military
Interventionsrecognizedthat the Pogromof 6-7/9/1955was pivotal
In the developmentof these Constitutionaldiversionan the Country

- Therestrictive measuresgowards the minority welfare foundations
were easedandin 2008a law passedallowingthe return of their real
estate properties Theimplementationof the law allowed only part
of the propertieswhile manyissuesare still pending



International Treaties

Although the Rep of Turkey has signed
(13/10/1972 andratified (16/09/2002 the U.N.
Conventionon the Eliminationof All Forms of
Racial Discrimination still  administration
authorities and Courtsare reluctant to accept
Its Implementation

Unfortunately the Rep of Turkey has neither
signedand ratified the FrameworkConvention
for the Protection of National Minorities of
EuropeanCouncil



¢CKS LYLEZNIIFYOS 2F awsS
the Context of U.N. Resolution 60/147 and the
efforts of EFC towards the Government of
Republicof Turkey.



Thestrategyof EFC
Why the past should not be forgotten
RemedyReparations towards Injustices of the Past

! 0 NERirQte (pdstSriust beecognizeddocumentedand
learnedfrom - but not distorted or misused fawJ2 £ A G A O f

ThomasHammarberg 2010
Commissioner of Human Rights of Council of Europe

Despite the progress of the respect of human rights based on ti
landmark of European Convention on Human Rights (1950) tr
Issue of Remedy and Reparations towards the victims of the
massive scale violatiorss$ill remainin a transitionary state. This is
a serious breach and weakens the whole institution of human
rights. The promise of respecting human rights in future is put |
doubt if REMEDY and REPARATIONS of the past injustices ar
Implemented.



Resolution adopted by the General Assembly
[on the report of the Third Committee (A/60/509/Add.1)]

60/147. Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right
to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross
Violations of International Human Rights Law and
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian

Law



