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Topics to be addressed:
1. A review of the history of the Greek-Orthodox

Communityafter 1923.

2. The sources of anti-minority state policies during
1923-2000andtheir consequences.

3. Theunbreakablerelation of strengtheningofάwǳƭŜof
[ŀǿέand άwŜǎǇŜŎǘof Constitutional Fundamental
wƛƎƘǘǎέwith the statusof Minority Rights.

4. The Importanceof άwŜƳŜŘȅandwŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέin the
Contextof U.N. Resolution60/147 and the efforts of
EFCtowardsthe Governmentof Rep. of Turkey.

5. Conclusions.



A review of the history of the Greek-Orthodox 
Community after 1923.

Å Thestatusof the Communitywasestablishedby the international Lausanne
Treaty(L.T.). signed24/7/1923.

Å The Communitymemberswere exemptedof PopulationExchangebetween
Turkeyand Greecewhich wasannexedto L.T. It was stated that ALLGREEKS
established(ETABLIS)within the Perfectof Istanbul(asdefinedby the law of
the year1912) before 30 October1918will havethe right to stay in Istanbul.
However the Community population being 300.000 dropped to 125.000
becauseof the consequencesof war in Anatoliaandinterpretationof the non-
exchangezone being the Metropolitan Municipality instead of the Prefect
written in the Frenchtext. TheCommunityconsistedof 100.000membersex-
citizens of Ottoman Empire obtaining the citizenship of new Turkey and
25.000 citizensof Greece. Both componentswere exempted of Population
Exchangeandremainedin Istanbul.



Lausanne Treaty 
SECTION III.PROTECTION OF MINORITIES.

ARTICLE37.
Turkeyundertakesthat the stipulationscontainedin Articles38 to 44
shall be recognized as fundamental laws, and that no law, no
regulation, nor official action shall conflict or interfere with these
stipulations, nor shall any law, regulation, nor official action prevail
over them.

ARTICLE38.
The Turkish Government undertakes to assure full and complete
protection of life and liberty to ali inhabitants of Turkey without
distinctionof birth, nationality,language,raceor religion.
ΧΧ

ARTICLE39.
Turkishnationalsbelongingto non-Moslem minorities will enjoy the
samecivil andpolitical rights asMoslems.



ARTICLE40.

Turkish nationals belonging to non-Moslem minorities shall
enjoy the same treatment and security in law and in fact as
other Turkishnationals. In particular, they shall have an equal
right to establish, manageand control at their own expense,
any charitable,religiousand socialinstitutions, any schoolsand
other establishmentsfor instruction and education, with the
right to use their own language and to exercise their own
religion freely therein.

ARTICLE41.

EducationalrightsΧ

ARTICLE42.

The Turkish Government undertakes to take, as regards non-
Moslem minorities, in so far as concernstheir family law or
personal status, measurespermitting the settlement of these
questionsin accordancewith the customsof thoseminorities.



Χ
The Turkish Government undertakes to grant full protection to the
churches,synagogues,cemeteries,and other religiousestablishments
of the above-mentioned minorities. All facilities and authorization
will be granted to the pious foundations, and to the religious and
charitable institutions of the said minorities at present existing in
Turkey,and the TurkishGovernmentwill not refuse,for the formation
of new religious and charitable institutions, any of the necessary
facilities which are guaranteed to other private institutions of that
nature.
ARTICLE43.
Turkish nationals belonging to non-Moslem minorities shall not be
compelled to perform any act which constitutes a violation of their
faith or religious observances,and shall not be placed under any
disability by reason of their refusal to attend Courts of Law or to
performanylegalbusinesson their weeklydayof rest.
Thisprovision,however,shall not exempt suchTurkishnationalsfrom
suchobligationsas shall be imposedupon all other Turkishnationals
for the preservationof publicorder.



ARTICLE44.

Turkeyagreesthat, in so far asthe precedingArticles
of this Section affect non-Moslem nationals of
Turkey, these provisions constitute obligations of
international concernand shallbe placedunder the
guaranteeof the Leagueof Nations.

ΧΧΧΧΧ

ARTICLE45.

Therightsconferredby the provisionsof the present
Sectionon the non-Moslemminoritiesof Turkeywill
be similarly conferred by Greece on the Moslem
minority in her territory.



Violations of L.T. 1923-40

- Interventionsin GreekSchools; arbitrary dismissalof
hundredsof teachers.
- Interferencein the internal affairsof the Ecumenical

Patriarchate.
- Establishment, with state support, of a Pseudo-

Turkish Orthodox Patriarchate by an ex-Orthodox
priest Eftim Karahisaridis- Erenerol, whose family
members to this day illegallyoccupies3 churches+
50 real estate properties in the district of Karakoy-
for 80 years it has been an arch-enemy of the
EcumenicalPatriarchate.

-Dismissalof all GreekEmployeesfrom stateofficesand
foreigncompanies(1923-24).



Violations of L.T. 1923-40

- Closingdowntheά[ƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ(1924) andof severalschools.
- Shutting down the National Council (1925), a social institution
dealingwith issuesof family law pertainingto membersof the Greek
Orthodoxcommunity.

DURING THE PERIOD 1930-1940 THE RELATION BETWEEN GREECE 
AND TURKEY WERE CORDIAL TO THE LEVEL THE POSSIBILTY OF AN 

ά!9D9!b /hbC959w!¢Lhb ²!{ 5L{/¦{{95έ
- Prohibition of several professionsto minorities (1932) (such as
pharmacists, medical doctors, etc.), despite the Greek-Turkish
FriendshipPact (1930). End result was the expatriation of 12.000
ConstantinopolitanGreeks.
- Confiscationof propertiesfrom Greekfoundations(1936); interfering
with the right to elect administrativeboardsof minority foundations
andappointmentofάƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǇƻǎǘŜŘέadministrators(1936).



Violations of the Treaty of Lausanne by Turkey in the period 1940-1946

In aŀȅ мфпм ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ά[ŀōƻǊ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴǎέ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƪΣ 
Armenian and Jewish males was established

(May 1941-December 1942).  



Violations of the Treaty of Lausanne by Turkey in the period 1940-1946

The infamous Welfare Tax 1942-44

- In November1942the Governmentof Turkey
introduced a tax law with the intent to
financially exterminate non-Muslim
minorities. Theamount of tax to be paid was
exorbitantly high and was arbitrarily
determined by the local leader of the
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎRepublicanParty.

- Deportation to Ashkaleabout 2400 people
weresentto exile;

- ThisLawwasabandonedin 1943, after Cyrus
L. Sulzbergerpublishedtwo articles about it
in NewYorkTimes.

- The truth about the methods used was
revealedby the ChiefTaxOfficer of Istanbul,
Faik Ökte, who was in charge of
implementingthis law; he publisheda book
in 1952inspiredby the remorsehe felt.



The Period 1946-1955 
- In an internal documenttitled άwŜǇƻǊǘonaƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎέissuedin 1946
by a Committeeof thetŜƻǇƭŜΩǎRepublicanit wasstatedthat it wasthe
objective of the Party, that the planned 500th (1953) anniversary
celebrationof the Conquestof Istanbul in 1453, occurάwithout the
presenceof any GreeksέΣmeaningthey will all be expelledbefore that
date.
-Thebeginningof the anti-colonialstruggleby GreekCypriotsin 1950
providedopportunity andreasonto implementthe plan.
- During 1952-55, part of the presssystematicallyfueled the fire of
hatred againstGreeksin generaland demonizedthem as enemiesof
the state.
-TheTurkishStatesupportedandfacilitatedestablishingtheά/ȅǇǊǳǎis
¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘέorganization, with branches throughout Turkey. This
organizationacted as a coordinator of attacksagainstthe Greeksof
Istanbul.

ALL THIS HAPPENED WHILE RELATIONS BETWEEN GREECE AND 
TURKEY APARENTLY WERE ENJOYING A HONEYMOON 



Towards the night 6-7/9/1955
-TheTurkishSecretServicesorganizedand
executed a provocation by detonating a
smallamount of explosive(transportedby
diplomaticpouch)at the houseof Mustafa
KemalAtaturk in Thessaloniki,Greece.
- Justafter the incident the perpetrators
werearrestedby GreekPolice.
-Following demands of extradition from
Turkey, the perpetrators of this
provocation,while on trial, were deported
by order of ThessalonikiCourt; when they
reached Turkey, they were welcomed as
heroes. The main organizer of the
provocation Oktay Engin, was appointed
by the TurkishGovernmentto overseethe
ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭCommittee on aƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣέthe
purposeof whichwasto uproot and expel
minorities.

TheeveningnewspaperάLǎǘŀƴōǳƭ
Ekspresέ that announced the
ostensiblebombingof the house
of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, was
printed 4 daysbefore the events
and circulated in 200.000 copies
around4 p.m. on 6/7/55ςwhile
usuallyits circulationwas5.000.



The three Phases of the Destruction
- In lessthan one hour, around 7 p.m, attacksstarted againstGreek
Institutions and properties in all the Europeanand Asiandistricts of
Bosphorous, in the Old city, and in the Princesislands. Takinginto
account the lack of communications means that time, these
simultaneousattackswithin a 60X30 km region, showthe preplanning
of the wholeoperation.
- Theraidingmobsconsistedof at least100.000persons. Theycarried
out the attacksin three consecutivephases:

Destructionof doors
Looting
Settingon fire

-The targets were 64 Greek Churches,Cemeteries,Foun-dations
(Schools,Hospitals,the Main Charity Institution Balikli), shops and
housesof Greeks.
-Also, attackswereperpetratedagainstArmeniansandJews.
-The battle-cry that dominated was: ά¢ƻŘŀȅis for your properties,
tomorrow will be forȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎέ.
- ThePoliceforceswere indifferent and in somecasesencouragingthe
attackers. Themobilizationof the armyunitscameverylate.







The results of the Attacks
(Helsinki Watch data, Books of H. Hristides, S. Vryonis) 

- Destructionςarsonof 71churches.
- Destructionςarsonof 26 schools-
5 sportsclubs
- Destructionςarsonof 4.500shops,
of factoriesand3 newspapers.
Extendeddestructionsof cemeteries,
profanation of many gravesamong
which graves of Ecumenical
Patriarchs.
- Destructionof 2.100houses.
Number of Greeks who died 37
(Therewasno order for slaughter).
- Attacks in the families of Greek
Officersin Izmir (Smyrna)and arson
to GreekConsulate.
- 300rapesof women.







Afterwards
-Thedestructioncontinuedfor more than 12 hours,despite
the proclamationof martial law.
- Thedestructionsexceed1billion $.
-The most important issue however was the moral blow
againstthe Greekswho experiencedthe sacrilegeof their
sacredvaluesandrelics.
-The Turkish Government refused its involvement and
incriminated the few Turkish leftists as organizersof the
riots. Thesewere freed after months,becausethere wasno
evidenceprovingtheir involvement.
-The 3000 personsarrested for their participation in the
riots, were set free after 3 months. Nobodywaspunished.
-The Government of Turkey attempted in every way to
conceal the fact that there was an organized plan to
exterminatethe Greeksof Constantinople.
-Theeffort to hide the eventsfailedbecauseof the pictures
taken by Dimitrios Kaloumenos, and later transferred by
the journalistG. Karagiorgas, outsideTurkey.
-The compensationof the victims ended up in a political
gameand finally, the compensationgivenwasonly 10%of
the damages.



¢ƘŜ ά¢Ǌƛŀƭέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ с-7/9/1955 after the Military Takeover of 
27/5/1960

- In May 1960 the governmentof Menderes
is overthrownby a coupandthe membersof
the DemocraticParty, in power during the
years1950-60, were arrestedand tried in an
extraordinarycourt within a Navalbasein an
island(Yassiada) nearIstanbul.

- Amongthe casesto be tried were alsothe
events of 6-7/9/1955. Essentially,this Trial
sought to cover the mechanisms that
executed the extermination attack of the
Greeks of Istanbul and protect the real
perpetrators. Three members of the
Menderes Government were sentenced to
sanctionsof a few years, while the prime
organizers of the events and the άŀƎŜƴǘ
ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘŜǳǊǎέplanning and executing the
Thessalonikibombincident,wereacquitted.



Disclosure of the real organizer
-GeneralSabri¸ƛǊƳƛōŜǒƻƐƭǳ, founder and for 25 years
Commanderof the SpecialWarfare Directorate of the
GeneralStaff of Turkey,in 1992 during an interview for
TEMPOmagazinestatedthe following:

-άTHE ORGANIZATIONAND EXECUTIONOF THE OF
SEPTEMBER6-7TH1955OPERATIONWASMAGNIFICENT
όa¦I¢9 9aύANDWASCOMPLETELY{¦//9{{C¦[Ηέ

-HE ADMITTED THAT THE NEWSPAPERάL{¢!b.¦[
9Y{tw9{έKNEW OF THE PLAN AND PUBLISHEDTHE
NEWSABOUTTHESALONICABOMBINGA COUPLEOF
HOURSBEFOREOFTHEACTUALEVENT.



The preparation of the Exiling - Deportation Program 1964

- During the Trial of 6-7/9/1955 events in a
secret session it was disclosed that the
deportation of the établis Greekcitizenswas
plannedasearlyas1957.

- Thesevereinter communalclashesthat started
in Cyprusaround Christmasof 1963, had an
immediate impact on the atmosphere in
Istanbul against the Greek-Orthodox
Community, despite the fact that this
Communityhad nothing to do with the events
in Cyprus.



Planning of Exile of the Community 

-The law on restrictionsto the exerciseof 20 professionsby
foreign nationalsςwith the exceptionof businessownersς
that hadbeenin forcesince1932, wasstrictly implemented.
- On November 7, 1962, the ruling 28-4869 of the Prime
Minister TǎƳŜǘTƴǀƴǳ, established a special άaLbhwL¢L9{
{¦./haaL{{Lhbέat the level of the Prime Ministry; the
membersof this Commissionwere exclusivelydrawnfrom the
security forces, secret servicesand GeneralArmy Staff. This
commission was the supreme authority for all minorities
issues,wasplacedaboveall the other legislative,judicialand
executive authorities and has operated as the central
coordinating body for all the suppressiveand repressive
measures against the non-Muslim minorities till its
replacement in 2004 by a commission having a political
composition.



16 March 1964
- The Prime Minister of TurkeyTǎƳŜǘTƴǀƴǸon March 16, 1964 declaredthe

unilateral abolishmentof the Conventionon Establishment,Commerceand
Navigationthat hadbeensignedin 1930; the declarationwaspublishedin the
OfficialJournal. Immediately,the TaxAuthoritiesof Istanbultook under close
surveillancethe membersof the Greek-Orthodox community holding Greek
citizenshipand started the fiscal liquidation of their commercialactivities in
Turkey.

- The deportation procedure started with an evening visit of the police in
civilian clothesat the residencesof the victims who were invited to present
themselves the next day to the 4th Directorate of the Istanbul Police
Department. At the PoliceDirectorate,they were, under duress,ordered to
signa paperwithout beingallowedto readit, in whichthey wereάŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƴƎέ
that they had carried out spyingactionsagainstTurkey in favor of Greece;
under strict surveillancethey were treated asordinarycriminalsand ordered
to leaveTurkeyin a few days. Theywere allowed to carry with them only 20
kilogramsof personalitemsand20Dollars.

- All the properties of the deporteeswereάŦǊƻȊŜƴέfollowing a ruling of the
Councilof Ministersin November1964viaSecretDecree6/3801, accordingto
whichno legalactionssuchastransferor inheritancecouldbe carriedout for
theseproperties.



The Deported Greeks of Istanbul because of the harmful actions against the 
State of Turkey. 
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Economic boycott of the Greek businesses

The archivesof the CommerceChamberof
Istanbul show that, at the beginning of
1964, the 36.000 active members of the
Chamber included 1000 Greek citizens;
18.000 businessesbelongedto membersof
the Greek-Orthodox Community holding
Turkishcitizenship. Justafter the start of the
deportations, in April 1964, nationalist,
university-student organizations(with both
right and left leanings), without any
interference from the Government,
organizeda wide spreadeconomicboycott.
Printed signs(seeimagenext) were placed
at the entranceof Greekshopswhere one
could read: άΧas the money spent in this
shop produces bullets used against your
Turkishbrothersin Cyprus,do not buyƘŜǊŜέ.
Thiscampaignwas implementedin parallel
with the sloganά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣspeakonly Turkish
andwarn thosenotƻōŜȅƛƴƎέ.

29



Oppressive measures against the Greek Institutions

In parallelwith the deportations,an extensiveprogram
of repressive measures, decided by the special
MinoritiesSub-Commission,wereput in force:
Turkish vice directors were appointed at the Greek

schools who limited the competence of the Greek
directors, and all signs recalling the Greek-orthodox
identity andculturewere removed(e.g., signsin Greek,
evencross-shapedwindow frames
- Studentswith Ottoman Empireancestorsfrom the
regionof Epirusςthe prefectureof Arnavit (vilayeti)ς
who were identified in their documentsasάArnavut-
hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄέwere expelledfrom the Greekschools; only
those identified as άwǳƳ(Greek)-hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄέwere
allowedto stay. 30



The Consequences of the Deportations

- A drop of the Greekpopulationof Istanbulfrom 90.000 to lessthan 30.000 in a
12month period.

- Theanti-minority policiesplannedand implementedby the specialMINORITIES
SUBCOMMISSIONresultedin anexodusof the Greek-Orthodox,aswell asof other
non-Muslim minorities. Theseanti-minority policiesare not only violationsof all
the articlesof the LausanneTreaty(1923) regardingthe protection of minorities,
but alsoof the EuropeanConventionof HumanRightsof Rome(1950). Theworse
persecutionmeasureagainstthe minorities occurred in 1974, when the Higher
CassationCourt of Turkey(Yargitay) issueda ruling stating that the real-estate
properties registeredin the name of non-Muslim foundationsafter 1936 should
be confiscated by the State, based on the argument that the non-Muslim
minorities despite being citizens of the Republicof Turkey were alsoάŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέ. Thislegal aberration of Yargitaywas abolishedby severaldecisionsor
the EuropeanCourt of HumanRightsin Strasbourg. However, in spite of some
reparations, there are still pending serious injustices against the non-Muslim
minority foundations.

31
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In post War European History the only 
community almost completely (98%) expelled 

is the Greek- Orthodox Community of 
Istanbul and the islands: Gökçeada/Imbros-

Bozcaada/Tenedos



The sources of anti-minority state policies during 
1923-2000 and their consequences.

Analysisof the human rights violationsagainstthe Greek-Orthodoxminority in
Turkey clearlyshowsthat:

- The primary source has been the nationalistic ideologiesconceivingany
differencefrom assumedάideal citizenέaspotential danger. Thenon-Muslim
minoritiesin principleweredeclaredaspotential internal enemies.

- The tensionsor the good relations of the statesof Greeceand Turkeywere
irrelevant on the implementation of anti-minority measures. Only timing of
pre-plannedmeasureswere linkedto the relationbetweenthe two states.

- Whilethe citizensbelongingto Muslim religionof majority were alsoseverely
persecuted,still the nationalistpracticesexploited the religion as instrument
againstthe non-Muslimminorities.

- Theviolationsof Constitutionand InternationalTreatiesendorsedby Republic
of Turkeyeffected not only the minority but all the citizensof Turkey. Thisis
true evenRepublicof Tukeyin 1954 hasbeenone the first countryendorsing
EuropeanConventionof HumanRights.



-The inability of judicial system to protect human rights of

Minorities. Secret decrees discriminating were binding the

independenceof tribunals and as a result different unpublished

lawswereusedto discriminateminority memberscitizens.

-Thehate publicationsby part of the pressthroughout1950-2000

againstthe minoritiesweresystematicandunlimited.

-A ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭMinority /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜέunder the office of the Prime

minister was active during 1962-2004 with supersedingpowers

to overturn any favorable ruling of judicial or even executive

authorities. THISPRACTISEIS CONTRARYTO RULEOF LAW

PRINCIPLES.

- Although the above mentioned mechanisms have been

abolished the consequencesof the past injustice practices

continueto still poseseriousproblemsto minorities.



¢ƘŜ ǳƴōǊŜŀƪŀōƭŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άwǳƭŜ ƻŦ [ŀǿέ ŀƴŘ άwŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ 
/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ CǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ wƛƎƘǘǎέ ǿƛǘƘ  ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ aƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ wƛƎƘǘǎ.

The Developments during 2004-2017

- In 15 May 2010 the Prime minister of the time Mr. R.T. Erdogan
issued a Circular drawing the attention of all state authorities
abandoningold practicesof discriminatorymeasuresagainstminority
citizens.

- On numerous occasionsduring this period higher state officials
recognizedthe misdoingsagainstthe minoritiesin the past.

- A ParliamentarianCommissionin 2013 investigatingthe military
interventionsrecognizedthat the Pogromof 6-7/9/1955waspivotal
in the developmentof theseConstitutionaldiversionsin the Country.

- Therestrictivemeasurestowards the minority welfare foundations
wereeasedandin 2008a law passedallowingthe return of their real
estate properties. The implementationof the law allowed only part
of the propertieswhile manyissuesarestill pending.



International Treaties
Although the Rep. of Turkey has signed
(13/10/1972) andratified (16/09/2002) the U.N.
Conventionon the Eliminationof All Formsof
Racial Discrimination still administration
authorities and Courtsare reluctant to accept
its implementation.

Unfortunately the Rep. of Turkey has neither
signedand ratified the FrameworkConvention
for the Protection of National Minorities of
EuropeanCouncil.



¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ άwŜƳŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ wŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ 
the Context of U.N. Resolution 60/147 and the 

efforts of EFC towards the Government of 
Republic  of Turkey.



The strategy of EFC 
Why the past should not be forgotten

Remedy-Reparations towards Injustices of the Past

ά!ǘǊƻŎƛǘƛŜǎ in the past must be recognized, documented and 
learned from - but not distorted or misused for ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎέ

Thomas Hammarberg, 2010

Commissioner of Human Rights of Council of Europe

Despite the progress of the respect of human rights based on the 
landmark of European  Convention on Human Rights (1950) the 

issue of Remedy and Reparations towards the victims of the 
massive scale violations still remain in a transitionary state. This is 

a serious  breach and weakens the whole institution of human 
rights. The promise of respecting human rights in future is put  in 
doubt if  REMEDY and REPARATIONS of the  past injustices are not 

implemented. 



Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/60/509/Add.1)]

60/147. Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right 
to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross 
Violations of International Human Rights Law and 
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian 

Law


